MAY 2015

APRIL MEETING RECAP
There was no meeting in April, as we had out
Spring Show & Sale. MAY meeting 5/17
Potluck Lunch 12:30pm, Program 1pm.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hello Everyone, Hope you all are doing well. .
I plan to give a program on the Arizona Sonoran
Desert, and show a video produced by the
Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument. Hope
to see you there. Stan Verkler

APRIL SHOW & SALE
I heard it through the grapevine that our Show
& Sale was a great success. Thanks to all of
the many volunteers, vendors, exhibitors,
judges AND
wonderful
customers! It is
always so
much fun
seeing
everyone,
looking at the
beautiful plant
entries, and
seeing what’s
new and
exciting in the
world of Cactus
& Succulents!

MBAC&SS BIRTHDAY
CELEBRATION~MAY
17th SUNDAY
We will celebrate the
society’s birthday!
MBAC&SS will provide main
dish and cake. Bring a side
to make a feast. There will
also be some wonderful
plants for auction. So come
join us for this celebration!
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MINI SHOW APRIL
There will be no Min-Show this month.

Look at Book!
Fairly new, 2011, this big book of wonderful
pictures is from Fred Dortort, a local fellow from
Berkeley. It includes the natural history of
succulents, growing info, 750 photographs, and
details of more than 2000 plants. Easy to read
and you're bound to learn a thing or two.

NEW MEMBERS
Please add to your roster & give a warm
welcome:
Lynn Tedesco, 18731 Sand de Sac Rd., Salinas,
CA 93907,e-mail optimal women@gmail.com 831-235-1211
Gina Maloney, 130 Carneros Rd., Aromas, CA
95004, 831.726.2414, ginamaloney23@gmail.com

Board & Committee Chairs:
President – Stan Verkler (805) 550-8393
Vice. President – Naomi Bloss (831) 722-1446
Secretary – Pat Livensparger (831) 6252980
Treasurer – Ruth Pantry (831) 758-6645
Membership – Linda McNally (831) 247-4382
Library –Suzy Brooks (831) 207-4021
Programs – Manson Waters (831) 663-335
Director at Large-Tom Karwin (831) 760-6727
Director at Large –Gary Stubblefield (831)
663-4411 Director at Large –Anita Crawley
(831) 293-8788
CSSA Rep: Jeff Brooks (831) 207-4021
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MBAC&SS WEB PAGE LIVE!
And we are LIVE! Check out: http://
www.mbsucculent.org/
The website includes information about our
club, CSSA, and local affiliate clubs. We are
also building links to external general
resources about succulent and cactus care,
cultivation, design and suppliers. We are
making an attempt to aggregate specific
resources about succulent genera and
families.
The website is a work in progress. Please be
part of this initiative by providing feedback for
improvements and additional resources that
will enhance the experience for our internal
and external audiences. Once the website is
launched, we encourage you to send all
suggestions to Anita at
acrawley@comcast.net

MAY 15-16
Gates Cactus and Succulent Society. Friday and
Saturday: 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Landscapes Southern
California Style, 450 E. Alessandro Blvd., Riverside,
CA. Info: 951.360.8802.
16-17 Carmichael Cactus and Succulent Society
Show and Sale. Carmichael Park Clubhouse, 5750
Grant Avenue, Carmichael, CA. Hours both days 9
a.m. to 3 p.m.
23-24
Central Coast Cactus and Succulent Society Annual
Show and Sale 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Ludwick Center,
864 Santa Rosa, San Luis Obispo, CA. Info:
805.237.2054, www.centralcoastcactus.org.
30-31 Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society
Plant Show and Sale. Sepulveda Garden Center,
16633 Magnolia Blvd., Encino, CA: Saturday, May
30: 9 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. May 31: 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Info: www.lacss-show.com.
JUNE

On the Dry Side is the newsletter of the
Monterey Bay Area Cactus Society. Club
Meetings are held the 3rd Sunday of each
month in the VFW Bldg., 1960 Freedom Blvd.,
Watsonville, CA. A pot luck lunch starts at 12:30
p.m. followed by the program. Visitors are
247-4382 or Club President: Stan Verkler (805)
550-8393 always welcome. For more
information call Membership Chair: Linda
McNally (831)

6-7
Fresno Cactus and Succulent Society Show and
Sale, Sierra Vista Mall. Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
and Sunday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Quality plants for sale.
Exhibition of show plants. Join us in celebrating our
50th Anniversary. 1965-2015 and still growing!

ROSTERS & CARDS

14-19

Don’t forget to pick up your copy of your
Membership Roster for 2015, as well as your
Membership Card! They are on the front
table near the entryway at our meetings!

Cactus and Succulent Society of America Biennial
Convention Pitzer College, Claremont,CA
26-28
CSSA Annual Show and Sale. Huntington Botanical
Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, CA.
626.405.2160 or 2277. Plant sales start June 26
through June 28. The show opens on June 27 and
runs through June 28.

6-7
San Diego Cactus and Succulent Society Summer
Show and Sale. Balboa Park, Room 101, San
Diego, CA Info: 858.382.1797.

UPCOMING EVENTS ->
3

VFW Hall
1960 Freedom Blvd.
Freedom, CA
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Last Minute
Additions

BOARD MEETING AT 11:00 AM

ON THE DRY SIDE
Monterey Bay Area Cactus & Succulent Society
Sharon Lucchesi, Editor
1805 Leslie Ln.
Aptos, CA. 95003
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Succulent Plant Families
In the realm of growing plants as a hobby, we use common names, scientific species names
(composed of a genus and specific epithet), variety names, and cultivar names. Rarely is the
average grower concerned with the classification level above the genus. Therefore, this may be a
strictly academic exercise, but I thought it would be interesting to review a few of important
plant families that contain many of the succulent plants we grow.
Crassulaceae (The Stonecrop Family)
This family contains some of the best known and most commonly grown of all succulents. Important
genera include Crassula, Kalanchoe, Sedum, Echeveria, Adromischus, Sempervivum, and Dudleya. Most
of the stonecrop succulents are leaf or leaf and stem succulents. Most are relatively small, although the
family does include Crassula arborescens, a small tree with a fat, fleshy trunk that grows to 6 to 7 feet in
height.
Aizoaceae (The Ice Plant Family)
Some of you may know that the plants in this family, frequently known as "mesembs," were originally
members of the Mesembryanthemaceae family. Taxonomists have reclassified the family and now all
the original mesembs are in the subfamily Mesembryanthemoideae which shares the Aizoaceae family
with their sister subfamily Ruschioideae. Important genera include Lithops, Conophytum, Faucaria,
Delosperma, Titanopsis, Cheiridopsis, Fenestraria, and many others.
Xanthorrhoeaceae The familiar succulent genera Aloe, Astroloba, Gasteria,and Haworthia started in the lily
family
(Liliaceae). They then were transfered into the family Asphodeleaceae. Now another reclassification has
moved them into the subfamily Asphodeloideae, within the Xanthorrhoaeceae family. Many recent
reclassifications have been the result of a better understanding of the genetic relationships between plants.
Agavaceae (The Agave Family)
Important general include: Agave, Hesperaloe, Manfreda, and Yucca. Up until 1934, agaves (century
plants) were placed in the Amaryllis family, and yuccas in the Lily family, but things change.
Euphorbiaceae (The Spurge Family)
This is a very large family and nearly all the succulents in the family are in the genus Euphorbia.
The flower of a euphorbia is unique in that what appears as a single flower is a actually an inflorescence -- a group of flowers on a central axis. Often what perceived as the main color of the euphorbia flower is
actually a large modified leaf called a bract. The best example of this is found in the slightly succulent
Euphorbia pulcherrima: the poinsettia.
Apocynaceae (The Dogbane Family) Most succulent plants in this family reside in the subfamily
Asclepiadoideae, and are known as
milkweeds, carrion flowers or asclepiads. Well known genera include Caralluma, Hoodia, Huerni,
Orbea, and Stapelia. The succulents within this family are known for their wonderfully colored,
patterned, and usually smelly flowers.
There are of course more plant families that contain succulent plants. One of the largest is the cactus
family (Cactaceae).
Thanks to Bob Stewart for this information
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