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Newsletter of the Monterey Bay Area Cactus & Succulent Society

Field Tripping

President’s Message
by Tom Karwin
The agenda for this month’s board meeting is full.
A top priority will be the budget for 2016. We’re
behind schedule with this important task, but the
society’s income and expenses are fairly
consistent from year-to-year, so we have a good
record of experience to build upon.
Another important matter is the development of
annual calendars, as guides to the society’s
ongoing activities. The calendar of meeting
programs is already being completed, and will be
included in next month’s On the Dry Side.
The board also will discuss calendars for public &
member communications, sale & show
preparations, and federal & state reports. These
calendars will be useful for those providing
leadership in those areas.
Members are always welcome to attend and
participate in board meetings.

One of the several benefits of membership in the
Monterey Bay Area Cactus & Succulent Society can
be group field tripping to areas of interest.
Individual members are free to go anywhere they
like, but going with a group can make planning
easier and more cost-efficient, and support sharing
travel experiences with a group of friends.
Opportunities arise from time-to-time to share bus
expenses with another group, particularly the
Cactus and Succulent Society of San Jose. That
group recently invited the MBACSS to join in a trip
to the Huntington Library, Art Collections, and
Botanical Gardens.
Other suggested trips: car-pooling for an overnight
visit to UC Davis’s Botanical Conservatory or an allday visit to the UC Botanical Garden at Berkeley and
local nurseries.
The board needs to hear the members’ interests!

Save the Date
MBACSS Meets

Board Meets

Future Meetings

February 21, 2016

February 21, 2016

Third Sundays

Gathering @ 12:00.
Potluck luncheon @ 12:30.
Program @ 1:00

Board meets @ 11:00
Members are always
welcome to attend

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
1960 Freedom Boulevard,
Watsonville, California
Visitors are welcome!
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Preview of February’s Program:

Growing and Conserving Rare Succulents:
Threats to Dudleyas
by Steve McCabe
Succulents that grow next to the coast in
California and Mexico have been
impacted by coastal development for
decades. Learn about the beauty of the
plants known to some as liveforevers and
to botanists as Dudleya.
Conducting research on these plants has
sometimes involved adventurous boat
travel and scary rock climbing.
The program will include tips on how to
grow the succulents as well as success
stories about species that are recovering
and information about newly discovered
species that have no protection yet.
Housing, erosion, fires, rock climbing,
collecting, and agriculture are some of the
serious threats to the plants in the wild.
In cultivation the plants are usually
grown in small pots, while some larger
species are attractive additions to low
waternative plant gardens.

A floriferous specimen of Dudleya palmeri
(Palmer’s Dudleya/Palmer’s Liveforever)

Steve McCabe has been growing Dudleya for over 30 years. He is retired from the UCSC Arboretum and in his retirement has
a research position with the UCSC Environmental Studies Department. He has been a member of the MBACSS since 1986.

February’s Mini-Show
by Jeff Brooks
The Cactus category will feature these genera from Baja
California: Cochemiea, Ferocactus, Myrtillocactus,
Pachycereus, and Stenocereus.

The mini show plants for February will be Dudleya for the
Succulent category to tie in with Steve McCabe's program.

Cochemiea poselgeri (Wikimedia Commons_

Dudleya lanceolata (Wikimedia Commons)
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January’s Mini-Show Results
by Jeff Brooks
Novice Succulent (no entries)

Advanced Succulent
1st–Aeonium ‘Mardi Gras’, Ellen Stubblefield
2nd–Aeonium ‘Sunburst’, Ellen Stubblefield
3rd –Aeonium ‘Mardi Gras’, Gary Stubblefield

Novice Cactus
1st–Mammillaria bocasana 'Fred', Sharon Lucchesi
Intermediate Succulent
1st –Aeonium arborescens hybrid, Linda McNally
2nd–Aeonium nobile, Suzy Brooks
3rd–Aeonium hybrid, Sally Ramseck

Advanced Cactus
1st–Mammillaria klissingiana, Ellen Stubblefield
2nd–Mammillaria microthele, Naomi Bloss
3rd(tie)- Mammillaria hernandezii, Lisa Bloss
Mammillaria zimapan, Stan Verkler

Intermediate Cactus
1st –Mammillaria celsiana. Linda McNally
2nd–Mammillaria pygmaea, Suzy Brooks
3rd–Mammillaria elongata Crest, Linda McNally

Dish Garden
1st–Dot Hurley

Look at a Book
By Suzy Brooks
Here's a great book: Baja California, a Field Guide, by Jon P. Rebman and Norman C. Roberts (Sunbelt Publications; 3rd edition,
2012). This book describes 715 plants, and includes color pictures. A friendly reference book anyone can use.
Amazon.com Review (excerpt): I highly recommend [this book] even if
you never have the chance to witness the botanical treasures of the two
Mexican states of this 1300 km-long peninsula.
The highly informative 45-page introduction includes contributions of
noted scientists, all writing in an accurate and accessible manner linked
to informative color illustrations. More than 715 different plants in 111
plant families are described. Common names, when available, are
provided in Spanish and English.
The arrangement is alphabetical by family, genus, and species. You will
find up-to-date taxonomy and family assignments, and most intriguing is
author Jon Rebman giving us insider taxonomic information often
alluding to potential alternative classifications and reasons behind such
opinions. The text is not dull.
The book finishes with a fine glossary, largely illustrated, a significant list
of references, and a thorough index. The color photos are of exceptional
quality, illustrating significant features of the entire spectrum of the flora
in fact, overall this is certainly one of the finest-illustrated regional plant
books.
You don’t have to go Baja California Peninsula to enjoy this book. Many
of the families, genera, and some of the species also occur in New Mexico
and southern Arizona. Just look at the information woven into the text
linked to the illustrations and you will be rewarded. What plant lover
can turn down a chance to learn more about a land and its flora, ranging
from mountaintop conifers and aspen to deserts with spectacular cacti,
boojum trees those bizarre relatives of our native ocotillo and tropical
denizens such as native figs and mangroves. I can t imagine a
Southwestern native plant person being without this book.
Richard Felger, Native Plant Society of New Mexico - Gila Chapter
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Remember, books go out for a month. That
schedule allows just twelve members to borrow a
given book in a year’s time, or even fewer
because we don't have a meeting every month.
Be kind and thoughtful, return your library book,
please.
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Officers and Chairpersons, 2016
Thanks to all who serve!
OFFICERS

CHAIRPERSONS

PRESIDENT — Tom Karwin
VICE PRESIDENT — Naomi Bloss
SECRETARY — Stan Verkler
TREASURER — Ruth Pantry
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR — Linda McNally
AFFILIATE REPRESENTATIVE — Jeff Brooks
DIRECTORS–AT –LARGE
— Gary Stubblefield
— Manson Waters
— Steve McCabe
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT — Stan Verkler

LIBRARIAN — Suzy Brooks
MINI-SHOW — Jeff Brooks
NEWSLETTER EDITOR— Tom Karwin
PROGRAMS — Manson Waters
PUBLICITY — Sharon Lucchesi
RAFFLES — Gary Stubblefield
Roster — Ruth Pantry
SALE — Gary Stubblefield & Linda Waters
SHOW: Naomi Bloss & Janet Sparks
WEBMASTER — Anita Crawley

Cactus and Succulent Journal
Notes by Tom Karwin
Graham Williamson wrote in the Journal’s January-February issue about the biodiversity
of 49 species within the genus Bulbine, a succulent in the subfamily Asphodeloideae. The
Bulbine’s most familiar relatives are Aloe, Asphodelus, Haworthia and Kniphofia.
The genus includes about160 species, of which the most popular for gardens is B.
frutescens (previously, B. caulescens), which is native to South Africa. Other species
include B. bulbosa, an Australian native; B. crassa (Australia); B. francescae (Namibia); B.
namaensis (South Africa); and B. semibarbata (Australia).
B. frutescens grows to one foot high and two-to-three feet wide, with bright yellow flower
spikes. It is useful as a groundcover (but doesn't tolerate being stepped on).
I have had a B. frutescens growing in my garden for at least two years. It had required
minimal care or water, but tends to be invaded by weeds that are difficult to remove
without damaging the plant’s soft, fleshy leaves.
Bulbine frutescens photo by fsucaptain and Kimberly Nicholls is reproduced under
Creative Commons license Attribution—Noncommercial 2.0 Generic (CC BY-NC 2.0).
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