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On the Dry Side
Newsletter of the Monterey Bay Area Cactus & Succulent Society

President’s Message
by Tom Karwin
The spring equinox will occur this year just before midnight on March 19th
so our March meeting will be on the first day of spring, 2016. Our meetings
always have a festive air, but this one will celebrate the arrival of the season.
This meeting will include the familiar elements: Mini-Show, Door Prizes,
Raffle, Potluck Luncheon, and of course a fine Program; other pages of this
newsletter introduce this month’s speaker, Rob Skillin and his presentation.
We’ll have a brief business meeting, as usual, with the board’s updates on
plans for the April Show & Sale, and opportunities for group tours.
This issue of On The Dry Side includes a calendar of events for 2016. We
welcome your reactions to this calendar, including your interest in this
information and any needs for additional information.
Incidentally, the photo in the lower right corner shows an Agave applanata
‘Cream Spike’ that I brought home from an MBACSS meeting. It has room
to grow in a Talavera container that identifies a bed of Mexican succulents.
This is an attractive plant, I think, but the photo is also an example of photos
that you could provide from your own garden, for sharing in this newsletter.
I’ll see you at the meeting!

Save the Date!
MBACSS Meets

Board Meets

Future Meetings

March 20, 2016

March 20, 2016

Third Sundays

Gathering @ 12:00
Potluck lunch @12:30
Program @ 1:00

Board meets @ 11:00
Members are always
welcome to attend.

Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post
1960 Freedom Blvd.
Watsonville, California
Visitors are welcome!

An Invitation
You are welcome to share your
thoughts and images with other
gardening enthusiasts in On the Dry
Side. Your contributions should relate
to cactus or succulent plants, and to
your own experiences with them.
The Society’s members include both
experts and novices, so a full range of
materials could enliven the pages of
this newsletter.
Both expert and amateur writers and
photographers can provide interesting
ideas. Happily for us all, computers
can refine our spelling and grammar!
An article could be any length, up to a
full page, which is about 850 words or
2,000 characters, minus space for
photos or artworks. Half- or quarterpage articles also would be fine.
Send your text and photos (in most
any format) to tom@karwin.com.
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Preview of March’s Program

Cacti of the Central Andean Cordillera:
Argentina and Chile
By Rob Skillin
This month’s program will feature the cacti from the region of the Andes
Mountains of Argentina and Chile (south of Peru and Bolivia), and stretching from
the Pacific Ocean eastward through one of the driest areas on earth, the Atacama
Desert, into the Andean foothills of Chile, and on to the Andean foothills of
Argentina.
Our presenter will be Rob Skillin, who has made several trips through South
America, from which he has put together this program of habitat shots of cacti
ranging from the smallest of the small (Blossfeldia liliputana and Copiapoa laui) to
the truly large (Trichocereus and Eulychnia) – with a few succulents thrown in for
good measure.
Photos: Eriosyce sandillon (right) Copiapoa cinerea v gigantean (below)
Biographical Notes, Rob Skillin
I have been growing cacti and succulents for nearly 40 years, and have been
involved in various local societies for most of that time. The first office I held was
show and sale chairman for the Santa Barbara Cactus & Succulent Society, during
the late 1980’s. After moving to California’s Central Valley, I became a founding
member, and later, president of the Bakersfield Cactus & Succulent Society. In
2005, after another move, I was a founder the Central Coast Cactus & Succulent
Society and became its first president. This society now boasts 200+ enthusiastic
members, and held its very successful ninth annual show and sale in May of 2015.
(continued on page 4)
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February’s Mini-Show Results
By Jeff Brooks

Novice Succulent
1st Sharon Lucchesi —
Dudleya pulverulenta x brittonii
1st Pat Boylan — Dudleya
2nd Jeannie Echenique

Advanced Succulent
1st Ellen Stubblefield —Dudleya brittonii
(green form)
2nd Ellen Stubblefield —Dudleya brittoni
(white form)

Novice Cactus (no entries)

Advanced Cactus
1st Ellen Stubblefield —Ferocactus variegated
2nd Richard Deming —Ferrocactus chrysacanthus

Intermediate Succulent
1st Pay Boylan —Dudleya brittonii
2nd Pat Boylan —Dudleya

Dish Gardens
1st Johanna Rense
2nd Dot Hurley

Intermediate Cactus
1st Pat Boylan —Stenocereus
2nd (no entries)

Pat Boylan —
Dudleya pulverulenta x brittonii

Sharon Lucchesi—
Dudleya virens subs. hassei

March’s Mini-Show
The Succulent category will be Aloes in bloom.

The Cactus category will be Ariocarpus and Astrophytum

Aloe arborescens

Ariocarpus retusus
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MBACSS Calendar for 2016
This is a first try at a display of the Monterey Bay Area Cactus & Succulent Society’s annual calendar, as a guide for members
who wish to plan their participation. For example, the calendar should be helpful in preparing mini-show entries or joining in
the spring and fall shows, as seller, buyer or volunteer.
This calendar includes all of 2016, so it also serves to recall past activities.
If members find this calendar useful, it will be in every issue of On the Dry Side, with updates of scheduled speakers (as may be
necessary) and changes from “To be announced” to newly arranged programs.
Thanks to Jeff Brooks for the mini-shows and to Manson Waters for the programs.

MONTH

PROGRAM

CACTUS MINI-SHOW

SUCCULENT MINI-SHOW

1/17

Colors and Shapes of Mexican
Succulents (Steve McCabe
narrated the slide show)

Mammillaria

Aeonium

2/21

Steve McCabe: Growing and
Conserving Rare Succulents:
Threats to Dudleyas

Baja California: Cochemiea,
Ferocactus, Myrtillocactus,
Pachycereus, and Stenocereus

Dudleya

3/20

Rob Skillin: Cacti of the
Central Andean Cordillera

Ariocarpus, Astrophytum

Aloes in bloom

4/2–3

San Jose Cactus & Succulent Society, Show & Sale, Sunnyvale, CA

4/17

Naomi Bloss: Planting,
Growing and Showing
Succulents

4/23-24

Monterey Bay Cactus & Succulent Society—Spring Show & Sale, San Juan Batista, CA (Set-up on 4/22)

4/23–24

Huntington Botanical Gardens—42nd Annual Spring Plant Sale, San Marino, CA (members only 4/23)

5/14

Santa Barbara Cactus & Succulent Society —Annual Plant Sale, Santa Barbara, CA

5/15

Jeff Moore: Under the Spell of
Succulents

5/28–29

Central Coast Cactus & Succulent Society—Annual Show & Sale, San Luis Obispo. CA

6/4–5

Fresno Cactus & Succulent Society—Summer Show & Sale, Clovis, CA

6/19

TBA

7/1–3

Cactus & Succulent Society of America—51th Annual Show and Sale, Huntington Botanical Gardens, San Marino

7/17

Country Store

No mini-show

No mini-show

8/21

TBA

Ferocactus, Blossfeldia

Euphorbia, Stapelia

9/18

TBA

Coryphanha, Tephrocactus

Senecio

10/1-2

Monterey Bay Cactus & Succulent Society—Fall Show & Sale, San Juan Batista, CA (Set-up on 9/30)

10/16

TBA

Copiapoa, Cephalocereus

AGAVACEAE, including Agave, Yucca.
Beschorneria, Fucraee, Manfreda, Mangave
(Agave x Manfreda)

11/20

TBA

Opuntia, Rhipsalis, Schlumbergera.

Any caudiciform or pachycaul succulent,
i.e., Adenia, Adenium, Cissus, Ipomoea,
Besucarnea, Cyphostemma, Dioscorea,
Dorsteinia, Pachypodium, Tylocodon.

12/18

Christmas Party

No mini-show

No mini-show

Rebutia, (including Sulcorebutia)
Echinopsis (Lobivia)

Echinocereus, Parodia
(Notocactus)

Mammillaria, Escobaria
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Mesembryanthemums, including i.e.,
Lithops, Conophythum, Cheiridopsis.
Pleiospilos

Crassula

Sedum, Sempervivum, Jovibarba
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Look at a Book
By Suzie Brooks

We have a unique book in our library, Cultivation of Boswellia, Sacred Trees of Frankincense, by Jason Eslamieh.
Published in 2011, it touches on growing, cultivating, and extracting the resins of these wondrous plants.
Lots of color pictures. Very interesting
You could borrow this book for one month from the MBACSS Library, or you could
buy your very own copy from Amazon.com. It is available now for just $473.01 (!)
Google Books Notes: For the past 4,000 years, Boswellia, the source of
frankincense, has played a role in the economic growth and technological
advancement of the Arabian Peninsula. It was the source for a cure of many
diseases and purified worship halls across the globe. It has been an ageless
natural commodity equal to gold and treasured as a sacred gift from the Gods.
This book is a guide to growing, cultivating, exhibiting and extracting the resin of
these wondrous plants in an urban agriculture and for personal and commercial
use. It gives the reader scientific compilation of original descriptions of the
nineteen species in their natural habitats, their historical perspectives, a
process for hybridization, uses for holistic medicine, and what the future holds
for these magical species of the ancient world.
It is a reference book for botanists, growers and collectors with specificity of
detailed habitat information and over 200 color photographs that compliment
the text and illustrate the diversity of the genus.

Review of February’s Program
By Suzie Brooks
February brought us Dudleya expert, Steve McCabe, and an introduction to these little succulent wonders that he loves.
From the large, white-leaved Dudleya anthonyi to the tiny “Munchkin Live-Forever,” Dudleya gnoma, we saw how some have
been almost eliminated by grazing only to recover once the animals were removed. Steve shared stories of his plant hunts to
the Channel Islands and Mexico to seek them out.
For success in your own garden, plant Dudleyas at an angle so water can drain off and not sit in the leaves.
Steve continues to work on a book about Dudleyas and is in the process of naming a few. Thanks Steve, and keep us posted!

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
Biographical Notes, Rob Skillin
(continued from page 2)
I have also been involved with the Cactus & Succulent Society of America as a member of its board of directors.
My first interest, which continues today, was cacti of the Chihuahuan desert, especially those unique genera such as
Ariocarpus, Aztekium, and Strombocactus. Gradually,
I diversified my collection to include Mesembs, Haworthias, and other succulents, particularly caudiciforms. I’ve spent many
years studying the cacti of the United States, particularly Sclerocacti and Pediocacti. I am an avid grower of plants from seed,
and now have a number of seed-grown specimens in my collection dating back to 1982. As an acknowledgment my expertise
with these plants, I have been asked to judge numerous shows throughout California, including shows of the CSSA, Intercity,
NORCAL, LA, and San Diego.
Along with my interest in cacti and succulents, I enjoy photography and travel. These interests have come together in a
wonderful way during my botanical explorations of the western United States and Mexico, and portions of South America,
Africa, Madagascar and the Middle East. I have several programs based on these trips, and I speak regularly to clubs in
northern and southern California. Many of my photographs have been published as illustrations for articles and covers of the
Cactus and Succulent Journal and Haseltonia, as well as the Timber Press Guide to Succulents of the World.
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The Succulent Sycophant —Just Sucking up to Succulents

Not in My Backyard
By Jeannie Echenique
I could try one of the very toxic products to halt the
advancing troops, but poisons really are poisons. To snails
and everybody else. Friends of the Earth’s BeeAction.org
has a long list of gardening products that contain
neonicotinoids which kill our very beneficial and important
bees, the canaries in the coal mines. Remember, don’t take a
sip should you get thirsty.

El Nino must have met his nina because their undesirable,
totally cute offspring are everywhere. But I don’t like them,
I don’t want them. Not in my neighborhood. And there is no
“please” at the end of that.
We’re talking snails here. Those cute little slimy buggers
that are absolutely everywhere this year. One of El Nino’s
most prolific gifts, along with the blessed wet.

Or Sluggo. I could use Sluggo. One friend says it should be
called Snailo, not Sluggo, it works for snails but not for his
uninvited Santa Cruz Mountain banana slugs, another El
Nino progeny.

But ten years ago I wasn’t a cacti and succulent fanatic. In
fact, I didn’t even like cacti and succulents. Cacti hurt and
succulents were bizarre, a West Coast phenomenon,
puzzling to a Northeast native. Now I am a succulent
sycophant, and snails certainly are off my list of protected
creatures as they swarm into my backyard, like refugees
seeking safe asylum across the seas and borders.

But why turn to any of these, when we can hunt? The
environmentally sound preferred method. “Hunt and
Gather.” You hunt them down wherever they’re feasting,
you pluck them off, and, plop, into a bucket they go. These
snails come out at night and disappear with the dawn.
Those are your hunting hours. Unless you want an Easter
egg hunt during the day, hunting the creatures in their
hiding places

No sanctuary to be found here. Not after finding the
unwashed mollusk hordes chowing down on my grand ol’
Echeveria gigantea, swinging like monkeys on the banana
Senecio radicans vines, cruising the canopies of Aeonium
arboreum ’.Zwartkop’, even tasting the tip of the
granddaddy of all wide-leaf Dyckia platyphylla.

In the bucket, use dish soap and water. A former neighbor
used to use a Clorox and water mixture, but dish soap is
less toxic to our environs, but to the snails, yes. Chlorine
off-gassing isn’t so nice.
Of course there are other eco-friendly methods. “Pluck and
Throw,” or “Step and Crush” to name two.
I have long taken part in “Pluck and Throw,” only to find out
from my mountain friend that a snail flung over your wall
into the lane or your neighbor’s backyard might survive the
flight. Then they could slime right back to you along with
their thousands of progeny. These gastropods have the
uncanny ability to repair their broken shells even if they do
crack during the crash landing.
Same thing with the “Step and Crush” method. One must be
sure they are totally flat like road kill or they might
rejuvenate to continue partaking in their feasting fun.
This is the gory price we pay for loving our plants. But we
shouldn’t feel sympathy for these cute little guys because
they’re not from here anyways. They don’t belong here.
After all, they’re European Brown Garden Snails.
Foreigners. Invaders.
Yup, the snails we battle are European snails. Can you
believe it? The most prolific terrestrial species on earth.

Echeveria gigantean, with Cornu aspersum

And as New Zealanders on Easter take care of their bunny
overload with bunny hunts, we should proudly continue
our efforts to diminish the exploding population of the
garden snail.

A declaration of war is signed and sealed. A wall is not a
part of my battle plan: my backyard already is walled in
with 6-foot high fences. Walls never work, and they
definitely are not a deterrent to the mollusk invading army.

So have no heart. Go ahead, and sucker punch the suckers.
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Officers and Chairpersons, 2016
Thanks to all who serve!
OFFICERS
PRESIDENT — Tom Karwin
VICE PRESIDENT — Naomi Bloss
SECRETARY — Stan Verkler
TREASURER — Ruth Pantry
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR — Linda McNally
AFFILIATE REPRESENTATIVE — Jeff Brooks
DIRECTORS–AT –LARGE
— Gary Stubblefield
— Manson Waters
— Steve McCabe
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT — Stan Verkler

CHAIRPERSONS
LIBRARIAN — Suzy Brooks
MINI-SHOW — Jeff Brooks
NEWSLETTER EDITOR— Tom Karwin
PROGRAMS — Manson Waters
PUBLICITY — Sharon Lucchesi
RAFFLES — Gary Stubblefield
Roster — Ruth Pantry
SALE — Gary Stubblefield & Linda Waters
SHOW—Naomi Bloss & Janet Sparks
WEBMASTER — Anita Crawley

Come Celebrate Spring at the
Skillin Open Greenhouse Day
Skillin Ranch, 8910 Camino Cielo, Arroyo Grande
Enjoy a glass of wine and refreshments while touring Rob’s personal collection of cacti and succulents. Rob will also be
offering a wide variety of plants for sale – everything from inexpensive starter collectables, to show-ready specimens – all
propagated and grown on the premises.
For information please call Rob or Terry at (805) 709-3033
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On the Dry Side
Monterey Bay Area Cactus & Succulent Society
Visit our Website: http://mbsucculent.org

