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On the Dry Side
Newsletter of the Monterey Bay Area Cactus & Succulent Society

President’s Message

In This Issue

by Tom Karwin

Happy New Year!
I hope you have enjoyed the holidays and break from the world’s ongoing
pressures, and entered 2017 with much optimism and many healthy plants.
Your Society is ready for a full calendar of interesting and productive meetings
and other activities. To begin, we will have talk by Jeff Moore all about his new
book—which he previewed for us in May of 2016—and photos of his subjects.
We have more programs “in the works” for the coming year, but none are quite
ready yet for announcement. There are still some open slots, and as always,
your ideas are welcome.
The Big News of course is that we have a new meeting location for our January
meeting at least (see p. 4). If the Live Oak Grange works for most members,
we could meet there in the future, as well. Your opinion is important.
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Finally, on behalf of all members to I thank the board members and other
volunteers who work when needed throughout the year to ensue the success
of the Society’s meetings and other activities. Whenever the need arises for a
task to be done, our members step up and meet the need effectively and with
positive attitudes. That readiness makes the difference between a struggle to
“get stuff done” and a smoothly operating organization. Thanks!
We can always use new ideas and new energies, so think of what the Society
could do for you and what you could do for the Society.

Save the Date!
MBACSS Meets

Board Meets

Future Meetings

Jan. 15, 2017

Jan. 15, 2017

Third Sundays

Gathering @ 12:00

Board meets @ 11:00,

Potluck Lunch @ 12:30

Members are always
welcome to attend

Program @ 1:00

Live Oak Grange
1900 17th Avenue
Santa Cruz , CA
Visitors are welcome!

Dis

oph

yllu

m ‘Q

ue e
nA

n ne
’

1
1
2
2, 7
3
4
5
6
8
8

ON THE DRY SIDE

2

JANUARY 2017

Minutes of the MBACSS Board Meeting, December 2016
The board of directors did not meet in December, in recognition of the MBACSS Holiday Party.

November’s Mini-Show Results
Recorded by Jeff Brooks, Photographed by Fred Valentine

There was no mini-show in December, either, in recognition of the MBACSS Holiday Party.

Recalling Our Holiday Party, December 18, 2016
Photography by Fred Valentine

Our 2016 Holiday Party was well attended and fully enjoyed by all. The schedule was quite
full, including a Raffle, a Silent Auction, a Live Auction, and an abundant feast of fine food.

The Live Auction highlighted the occasion. Gary Stubblefield served as Auctioneer, and Jeff Brooks and Peter Beiersdorfer
displayed the plants. Bidding was lively, and the successful bidders took their prizes home. Peter B. added the day’s prize
(shown right) to his collection.
More photos on page 7
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The January Program

Aloes and Agaves in Cultivation
By Jeff Moore
My talk this time will be on “Aloes and Agaves,” which is the
title of my new book. I had only an advance copy of this book
when I was at the MBACSS last May. This time, I will bring
both this new book and my first book, Under the Spell of
Succulents, to sell and sign.
My slide presentation will follow the content of the book,
which provides a visual feast of gorgeous plants of both
genera, focusing on plants in cultivation in California, rather
than in habitat.
I will also touch on the related genera, including gasteria,
haworthia, yucca, and beaucarnea. I will take questions
throughout the talk, and I will bring plants from the nursery:
aloes and agaves and other creatures as well.

iii
Jeff Moore has owned and operated Solana Succulents in
Solana Beach for the past 22 years. Jeff has created many
award-winning gardens at the annual San Diego County Fair
and Home Shows. Jeff gained notoriety for his 'undersea'
themed succulent gardens, and he will show how he created
these gardens, as well as, other unique Southern California
succulent landscapes.

Jeff Moore’s two books will be available purchase at the
MBACSS’s January meeting. They are also available on
Amazon.com and selected bookstores.
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New Meeting Location
The Society’s January 15th meeting will be held in the Live Oak Grange Hall, 1900 17th Avenue, Santa Cruz, CA (see map below).
We will follow the usual meeting time and schedule, as outlined on page 1 of this newsletter.
For more than ten years, the Society has met at the VFW Post 1716, in Watsonville, and enjoyed a favorable rental rate and a
location that was closest to the largest number of members. This move to a different location was necessitated by a dramatic
increase in the rental rate.
There is a limited number of places that are large enough to accommodate the Society’s enthusiastic members, and available at
a desirable time (Sunday openings are particularly scarce). The Live Oak Grange is one of those places. For some time, it has
been the meeting place for several other plant-oriented societies, so we will be in compatible surroundings.
Still, we have scheduled only our January at the Live Oak Grange; the choice of a regular meeting location depends on the
members’ preferences and of course the availability of other sites.
We hope you will attend the January meeting, and let the board know if the Live Oak Grange works for you.
Directions:
From the north on Highway 1: take Soquel Avenue exit (#439), turn left on Soquel Avenue, turn right on 17th Avenue, continue
to 1900, turn left into parking lot.
From the south on Highway1: take Soquel Avenue exit (#439), turn left on Soquel Drive, go over the overpass, take first left
onto Soquel Avenue, turn right on 17th Avenue, continue to 1900, turn left into parking

Auditorium and stage

4

Kitchen (above)
1 of 10 Folding Tables (left)
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MBACSS Calendar for 2017
MONTH

PROGRAM

CACTUS MINI-SHOW

SUCCULENT MINI-SHOW

è1/15

Jeff Moore’s New Book
Aloes and Agaves
in Cultivation

Any columnar cactus
must be 12" or taller

Aeonium

2/19

TBA

Mammillaria, Escobaria

Euphorbia

3/19

TBA

Rebutia (inc. Sulcorebutia),
Echinopsis (Lobivia)

Aloe

4/16

TBA

Ariocarpus, Astrophytum

Haworthia

5/20-21

MBACSS Spring Show & Sale, San Juan Batista

6/18

TBA

Ferocactus, Blossfeldia

Kalanchoe

7/16

TBA

Melocactus

Stapelia

8/20

Country Store

9/17

TBA

Rhipsalis

Adenium, Pachypodium

10/15

TBA

Echinocereus, Parodia

Echeveria

TBA

No Mini-Show

MBACSS Spring Show & Sale, San Juan Batista

11/19

TBA

Opuntia, Opuntiads

12/17

Christmas Party

Gasteria
No Mini-Show

CSS EVENTS ELSEWHERE IN CALIFORNIA (AND BEYOND)
1/14

Desert Forum, Huntington Botanic Gardens, San Marino, CA

4/23

Spring Plant Sale, Huntington Botanic Gardens, San Marino, CA

5/27-28

Spring Plant Show & Sale, Central Coast CSS, San Luis Obispo, CA

6/TBA

Spring Plant Show & Sale, San Francisco CSS, San Francisco

6/11

Spring Plant Show & Sale, Los Angeles CSS, Encino, CA

6/30 – 7/3

CSSA Annual Show & Sale @ Huntington Botanical Gardens, San Marino, CA

7/26-30

CSSA 37th Biennial Convention, Tempe, AZ

8/12-13

32nd Annual Intercity Show & Sale @ Los Angeles County Arboretum, Arcadia, CA

9/2

Succulent Symposium, Huntington Botanic Gardens, San Marino, CA

Note: This calendar lists events for which information is available as of the date of publication of On the Dry Side. Generally, the
calendar emphasizes shows & sales in central and northern California, major events in southern California, and CSSA events.
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January’s Mini-Show Plants
Selections by Jeff Brooks, Information by Wikipedia.com & Wikimedia Commons
Succulents

Cactaceae

Aeonium

Any columnar cactus
must be 12" or taller
Cactaceae, a family comprising about 127 genera with some
1,750 known species. Almost all cacti are native to the
Americas, ranging from Patagonia in the south to parts of
western Canada in the north.

Aeonium (tree houseleek) is a genus of about 35 species of
succulent, subtropical plants of the family Crassulaceae. The
name comes from the ancient Greek "aionos" (ageless).
While most of them are native to the Canary Islands, some
are found in Madeira, Morocco, and in East Africa (for
example in the Semien Mountains of Ethiopia).

Cacti occur in a wide range of shapes and sizes. Most cacti
live in habitats subject to at least some drought. Many live
in extremely dry environments, even being found in the
Atacama Desert, one of the driest places on earth.

The rosette leaves are on a basal stem. Low-growing
Aeonium species are A. tabuliforme and A. smithii; large
species include A. arboretum andA. Valverdense.

Almost all cacti are succulents, meaning they have
thickened, fleshy parts adapted to store water. Unlike many
other succulents, the stem is the only part of most cacti
where this vital process takes place.

Aeonium are not frost-resistant. They are related to the
genera Sempervivum, Aichryson and Monanthes, which is
evident from their similar flower and inflorescences.
Recently, the genus Greenovia has been placed within
Aeonium. The name Greenovia is a tribute to George Bellas
Greenough (1778-1855), a British geologist. The specific

Most species of cacti have lost true leaves, retaining only
spines, which are highly modified leaves. Cactus spines are
produced from specialized structures called areoles, a kind
of highly reduced branch. Areoles are an identifying feature
of cacti. As well as spines, areoles give rise to flowers, which
are usually tubular and multi-petaled.

name diplocycla is from the Ancient Greek "diploos (double)
and 'kiklos" (round).

The saguaro (Carnegiea gigantea) is the best known of the
really tall cacti, but our mini-show surely will let us learn
about other cacti that are at least 12” tall.
For example, on p.1
see the blossom of
Disophyllum ‘Queen
Anne’ (Disocactus x
Epiphyllum)

Greenovia diplocycla (now Aeonium diplocyclum)

Saguaro cacti &
Visitor, Botanic
Garden @ UCB

Aeonium 'Sunburst' aka 'Copper Wheel'
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Recalling Our Holiday Party, December 18, 2016 (cont’d.)
Photography by Fred Valentine

The Silent Auction, another highlight of the day, added to the Society’s budget and provided new homes for many excellent
plants. Ellen Stubblefield (L) and Pat Boylan (C) are shown checking out the offerings.
The Raffle also brought a nice collection of plants to the partygoers, including Ellen S. (R). Naomi Bloss, Jeff Brooks and Stan
Verkler selected the plants from Monterey Bay Nursery. Raffle ticket sales were brisk, as always!

Partygoers also enjoyed good
ham, turkey, side dishes and a
cornucopia of desserts. Thanks
to all who added to the feast!
Gift packages were included in
the Raffle; lucky partygoers
took them home. Lynda Waters
and Pat Boylan selected the
gifts and Eddie Livermore also
helped. Thanks to them, too!
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Officers and Chairpersons, 2016
CHAIRPERSONS

OFFICERS
PRESIDENT — Tom Karwin
VICE PRESIDENT — Naomi Bloss
SECRETARY — Stan Verkler
TREASURER — Ruth Pantry
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR — Linda McNally
AFFILIATE REPRESENTATIVE — Jeff Brooks
DIRECTORS–AT –LARGE
— Gary Stubblefield
— Manson Waters
— Sharon Lucchesi
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT — Stan Verkler

LIBRARIAN — Suzy Brooks
MINI-SHOW — Jeff Brooks
NEWSLETTER EDITOR— Tom Karwin
PROGRAMS — Manson Waters
PUBLICITY — Sharon Lucchesi
RAFFLES — Gary Stubblefield
ROSTER — Ruth Pantry
SALE — Gary Stubblefield & Lynda Waters
SHOW—Naomi Bloss & Janet Sparks
WEBMASTER — Anita Crawley

New Book

Robin Stockwell has created a new book: Succulents: The Ultimate Guide to
Choosing, Designing, and Growing 200 Easy Care Plants (Sunset, 2017)
Amazon.com: “Succulents are the ultimate easy-care plant: versatile, effortless to
grow both indoors and outdoors, and drought tolerant. From Aloe and Agaves, to
Senecio and Taciveria, this handbook by leading garden expert Robin Stockwell
highlights 200 of the easiest, most useful, and gorgeous plants, and shares advice on
care and cultivation. Readers will find inspiration for imaginative and exciting new
ways to use succulents in striking garden designs, containers, vertical walls, and
indoor arrangements, as well as step-by-step projects, such as living bouquets and
terrarium ornaments.
“This is the essential reference for landscapers, home gardeners, and anyone
looking for a thorough introduction to the perfect plant for modern times.”
The book is scheduled for publication on January 30, 2017. It can be pre-ordered
before that date from Amazon.com for a substantial discount. Hurry!
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