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On the Dry Side
Newsletter of the Monterey Bay Area Cactus & Succulent Society

President’s Message
In May, all eyes were on the Spring Show & Sale, so you won't see Board minutes
or Mini-Show Results in this month’s newsletter. We have not yet seen the Show
& Sale results (everyone’s been busy), but we’ll have a preview at our meeting.
Quick report: it was great, and many people brought new plants to their gardens.
Meanwhile, check out page 6 for Fred Valentine’s photos of a random few of the
outstanding plants from the stunning display at the Show! More photos will soon
be on the Society’s Facebook page and website.
This newsletter also includes an article by Sue Haffner of the Fresno CCS (thanks,
Sue!). The article provides useful advice and illustrates the opportunity for
members of this Society to share their knowledge about cacti and succulents
through On the Dry Side. Send your ideas or articles to me or any board member.
I’ll see you at the meeting!
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Save the Date!
MBACSS Meets

Board Meets

Future Meetings

June 18, 2017
Gathering @ 12:00

June 18, 2017
Board @ 11:00

Potluck @ 12:30

Members always
welcome to attend

Third Sundays
Veteran of Foreign
Wars, Post 1716
1960 Freedom Blvd.
Visitors welcome!

Program @ 1:00

Aloe breviflia
Karen Waterman
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Minutes of the Board Meeting
The board did not meet in May—the ongoing work of the board was postponed in deference to the Spring Show & Sale.
The board will meet at 11:00 a.m. on June 18th prior to the general meeting of the members.
The board’s agenda for June will include a review of the Spring Show & Sale; future planning for the Fall Show & Sale; an
invitation to participate in the Santa Cruz County Fair September 13 – 17; planning for the MBACSS’s potential role as co-host
of the 2019 CSSA convention in San Luis Obispo; and other items introduced by board members. As always, MBACSS
members are invited to recommend topics for board discussion and action, and to attend the board meeting.

June’s Mini-Show Plants
Selections by Jeff Brooks, Information by Wikipedia
Ferocactus, Blossfeldia

Kalanchoe

Ferocactus is a genus of large barrel-shaped cacti, mostly
with large spines and small flowers. There are about 30
species included in the genus. They are found in the
southwestern United States and northwestern Mexico.

Kalanchoe is a genus of about 125 species of tropical,
succulent flowering plants in the family Crassulaceae, mainly
native to Madagascar and tropical Africa.
Most are shrubs or perennial herbaceous plants, but a few
are annual or biennial. The largest, Kalanchoe beharensis
from Madagascar, can reach 6 m (20 ft.) tall, but most species
are less than 1 m (3 ft.) tall.

The young specimens are columnar but as they grow older
ribs form and they take on a barrel form. Most of the
species are solitary but some, such as Ferocactus robustus
and
F. glaucescens, have clustering habits. The flowers are pink,
yellow, red or purple depending on the species, and the
petals sometimes have a stripe of a darker color.

Kalanchoes are characterized by opening their flowers by
growing new cells on the inner surface of the petals to force
them outwards, and on the outside of the petals to close
them. Kalanchoe flowers are divided into 4 sections with 8
stamens. The petals are fused into a tube, in a similar way to
some related genera such as Cotyledon.

Blossfeldia is a genus of cactus (family Cactaceae)
containing only one species, Blossfeldia liliputana, native to
South America in northwestern Argentina and southern
Bolivia.
It grows at 1,200–3,500 m altitude in the Andes, typically
growing in rock crevices, and often close to waterfalls.
It is of note as the smallest cactus species in the world, with
a mature size of around 10–12 mm diameter. The flowers
are white or rarely pink, 6–15 mm long and 5–7 mm
diameter.

Ferocactus wislizeni

Kalanchoe tomentosa
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MBACSS Calendar for 2017
MONTH

PROGRAM

CACTUS MINI-SHOW

SUCCULENT MINI-SHOW

1/15

Jeff Moore’s New Book
Aloes and Agaves
in Cultivation

Any columnar cactus
must be 12" or taller

Aeonium

2/19

Martin Quigley: Future
Fantasy: The succulent
collection at the UC Santa
Cruz Arboretum

Mammillaria, Escobaria

Euphorbia

3/19

Brian Kemble: North East
Mexico

Rebutia (inc. Sulcorebutia),
Echinopsis (Lobivia)

Aloe

4/16

Robin Stockwell
New Book – Succulents: The
Ultimate Guide to Choosing,
Designing and Growing
200 Easy-Care Plants

Ariocarpus, Astrophytum

Haworthia

5/20-21

MBACSS Spring Show & Sale, San Juan Bautista

è6/18

Peter Beiersdorfer

Ferocactus, Blossfeldia

Kalanchoe

7/16

Rob Skillin

Melocactus

Stapelia

8/20

Country Store

9/17

TBA

Rhipsalis

Adenium, Pachypodium

10/15

TBA

Echinocereus, Parodia

Echeveria

9/30 & 10/1

No Mini-Show

MBACSS Fall Show & Sale, San Juan Bautista

11/19

TBA

12/17

Christmas Party

Opuntia, Opuntiads

Gasteria
No Mini-Show

RELATED EVENTS ELSEWHERE IN CALIFORNIA (AND BEYOND)
This calendar lists CSS shows & sales in central & northern California, major events in southern California, and CSSA events.
1/14

Desert Forum, Huntington Botanic Gardens, San Marino, CA

4/29–30

Show & Sale, San Jose CSS, Sunnyvale

4/29

Plant Sale, Huntington Botanic Gardens, San Marino, CA

5/6–7

Spring Show & Sale, Sacramento CSS, Sacramento

5/13

Annual Show & Sale, Santa Barbara CSS, Santa Barbara

5/20–21

Show & Sale, Carmichael CSS, Carmichael

5/27–28

Annual Plant Show & Sale, Central Coast CSS, San Luis Obispo

6/3–4

Summer Show & Sale, Fresno CSS, Clovis

6/10–11

Show & Sale, San Francisco CSS, San Francisco

6/30 – 7/2

CSSA Annual Show & Sale @ Huntington Botanical Gardens, San Marino

8/12–13

31st Annual Intercity Show & Sale at the LA Arboretum, Arcadia

7/26–30

CSSA 37th Biennial Convention, Tempe, AZ

9/2

Succulent Symposium, Huntington Botanic Gardens, San Marino, CA
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Look at a Book

Addition to the MBACSS Library, reported by Suzy Brooks,
The Plant Recipe Book
Booklist: Baylor Chapman provides a step-by-step guide to
creating living plant combinations or centerpieces. First she
discusses indoor gardening tools, containers, techniques, and
maintenance, and then offers recipes that specify the
ingredients needed by listing the type and quantity of plants.
Chapman provides numbered instructions for arranging the
plants, while 400 full-color photographs spark enthusiasm
and provide guidance for the finished piece. The
arrangement recipes are organized alphabetically by plant
and use such mainstream favorites as violets and begonias.
Each plant appears in multiple recipes, enabling indoor
gardeners to creatively display a single variety of plant in
diverse and exciting plantings. A single lily takes center stage
in a fancy fruit bowl, for example, and can be mixed with
rubber plants and star-of-Bethlehem.
Chapman offers more complex arrangements, involving, in
one recipe, primroses sharing space in a vintage metal
toolbox with a potato vine and five other plants.
Many plant lovers will enjoy these creative, skill-building,
and pleasing recipes. --Whitney Scott

Shopping for Cacti & Succulents
This page features sources for cactus and succulent plants in the Monterey Bay area and beyond, for reference by the readers
of On the Dry Side. These are not paid advertisements, although contributions to the MBACSS are always welcome, of course.
In addition to the convenience of location, each of these sources will offer unusual plants, perhaps something you need to add
to your unique collection, or to fill a gap in your landscape. It’s worth stopping in occasionally to see what’s in stock.
This month, we feature some of the “big box” stores that are available in the Santa Cruz/Monterey area. Succulent plants
offered in these stores often have relatively good prices and could include unusual selections. Dropping in at convenient times
sometimes will bring you to interesting discoveries. If combinations of plants are of interest, these outlets could have options.
(Gardeners with the requisite skills can save money with do-it-yourself containers.)
Please let us know of sources where you have found good, healthy plants, attractive prices, and helpful advice. We can include
your name with your recommendation, unless you prefer to be anonymous. Also, let us know if you find this page to be
helpful and if it should be continued.

San Lorenzo Garden Center

Home Depot

Orchard Supply Hardware

http://www.sanlorenzolumber.com

http://www.homedepot.com/

http://www.osh.com/
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Epiphytic Cactus Culture

By Sue Haffner, Fresno Cactus & Succulent Society
Images from Wikipedia Commons
So you have those “orchid cactus” cuttings the grower
gave you. What do you do with them now? First,
experts in these plants dip their cuttings in a rooting
compound, such as Rootone™ to accelerate root
development. Let the cuttings sit in a shaded place for a
week or more so the cut ends will callus. Plant the
cuttings an inch or more into the potting mix so that an
areole on each side is below the soil line. It is from
these areoles that new growth will start. You may need
to tie the cuttings loosely to stakes for support if they
tend to fall over.
A potting mix for epiphytic cacti should be loose, with
enough coarse material to keep it from compacting and
to provide good drainage. It should allow water to
drain freely so that the mix does not become soggy. To
a good purchased potting soil you might add small
bark, perlite and leaf mold. Add a pinch of a good allpurpose fertilizer to each pot.

Rhipsalis campos-portoana

You should plant your cutting in a 3 ¼ to 4–inch pot.
Unless it becomes top-heavy, the plant can stay in this
small container for some time. After you have potted
the cuttings, do not water. Until roots have formed, the
cuttings cannot take up water and may rot. After a
week or two begin to mist or sprinkle lightly. Begin to
water gradually and when you’re sure that roots have
formed do not let your epi plants dry out completely. If
a cutting should start to rot, cut off the rotted area, dip
it in the rooting compound, let it callus for a week and
then repot.

Schlumbergera gaertneri

Epiphytic cacti grow best in shaded areas where they
get morning sun. They prefer a slightly acid growing
mix. Do not overwater these plants but don’t let them
get completely dry either. Most epi growers use a slow
release fertilizer in June and September and a low
nitrogen fertilizer in January. The plants can take hot
weather if shaded but are sensitive to cold
temperatures. Most bloom March through June but
some varieties will have flowers at other times of the
year. Snails find them delicious.

Disocactus 'Mutter Anna'

Most epiphytic cacti are native to rainforests and cloud
forests of Central and South America at altitudes of 900
to 1500 meters. They’re called epiphytic because they
don’t grow in the ground but are found on trees and
rocks, places where organic material has accumulated.
Among the better-known genera are Schlumbergera,
Epiphyllum, Rhipsalis and Aporocactus (also called
Discocactus). Common names are “Christmas Cactus”,
“Thanksgiving Cactus”, “Orchid Cactus”, “Jungle Cactus”
and “Rattail Cactus.” There are many spectacular
hybrids in cultivation.
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Images from MBACSS Spring Show
Photos by Fred Valentine

During our Spring Show & Sale, judges chose the winning entries in numerous classes, which are based on genera and
groups within genera. We will list winners in the categories on a future issue of On the Dry Side and on the Society’s website.
The judges went on to honor addition outstanding specimens as “Judges’ Selections.” After the judging, Fred Valentine,
assisted by Stan Verkler and Tom Karwin, photographed the judges’ selections (and a few nominations by the “crew”).
Fred photographed these plants against a black background to provide a uniform setting and eliminate any background
distractions. This page displays a random few of these exceptional plants; the full set of photographs will be available soon on
the Society’s Facebook page and website.

Notocactus schumannianus
Richard Deming

Graptopetalum amethystinum
Linda McNally
Mammillaria blossfeldiana
Elton Roberts

Cussonia paniculata, v. sininta
Gary & Ellen Stubblefield

Trichodiadema bulbosa
Naomi Bloss
Gymnocalycium vatteri
Sarah Martin
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Things to Do This Week
Learn About Growing Succulent Plants
Succulent Gardens will have an Open House on Saturday, June 17th, from 10:00 to 4:00. If you haven't already visited this
nursery, take this opportunity to see the process of growing large numbers of succulent plants and displaying full-grown plants
in the display gardens. The June Open House complements the Succulent Extravaganza in September.

Tour Local Flower Growers’ Greenhouses

Succulent Gardens’ Open House is one of five open houses includes in the annual “Free Flower Farm Tours” presented by the
Monterey Bay Greenhouse Growers. This occasion on Saturday. June 17th is an unusual opportunity to see this important
aspect of agriculture in the Monterey Bay area. The visits, in addition to Succulent Gardens, include Suncrest Nurseries
(perennials), Four Winds Growers (citrus), Kitayama Brothers (flowers), and California Pajarosa Floral (roses). You can
download a map of these sites by clicking here.

Create a Great Pot
Here’s an opportunity to demonstrate your creative streak. The “DIY Planter Contest” promotes a new book, Po tted: Make
Your Own Stylish Garden Co ntainers. The concept: you enter a photo of your do-it-yourself plant container and a panel of
judges will choose five winners based on creativity and execution. All five winners receive a copy of the book, and the top
selection will receive a $500 to the Potted Store. One of the judges is Debra Lee Baldwin, popular speaker and author on
succulent plants.
For information, visit the Potted website.

Celebrate Sustainable Gardening
Saturday, June 17th is also the date for the 12th Annual Garden Faire, which will happen in Scotts Valley’s Skypark. This free,
one-day event focuses on sustainable gardening, which includes organic gardening, water conservation, watershed protection,
and nutritious foods.
Full disclosure: Tom Karwin has volunteered at the Garden Faire every year since it began in 2005, and has a long-standing
interest in its design and success.
For full information, visit the Faire’s website and look for the Faire’s program in this week’s Good Times newspaper. The Faire
is also an opportunity to buy locally grown plants for your garden.

7

ON THE DRY SIDE

8

JUNE 2017

Officers and Chairpersons, 2016
CHAIRPERSONS

OFFICERS

LIBRARIAN — Suzy Brooks
MINI-SHOW — Jeff Brooks
NEWSLETTER EDITOR— Tom Karwin
PROGRAMS — Sarah Martin
PUBLICITY — Sharon Lucchesi
RAFFLES — Gary Stubblefield
ROSTER — Ruth Pantry
SALE — Gary Stubblefield & Lynda Waters
SHOW—Naomi Bloss & Janet Sparks
WEBMASTER — Anita Crawley

PRESIDENT — Tom Karwin
VICE PRESIDENT — Naomi Bloss
SECRETARY — Stan Verkler
TREASURER — Ruth Pantry
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR — Linda McNally
AFFILIATE REPRESENTATIVE — Jeff Brooks
DIRECTORS–AT –LARGE
— Gary Stubblefield
— Manson Waters
— Sharon Lucchesi
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT — Stan Verkler

Member Update
If you have a friend who admires your collection of cacti and
succulents, or has a collection of his or her own, invite your friend
to attend a meeting of the Society. They might enjoy the occasion,
and might even become interested in becoming a member.
The MBACSS website <http://mbsucculent.org/membership.html>
includes information about membership benefits and how to join.

Euphorbia decaryi
Manson & Linda Waters
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